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ABSTRACT 
Pilgrimage as a rite of passage operates liminality, i.e., transitional space between the material world 
and the metaphysical reality. Sacred space is an extraordinary place where the sacred is linked to 
physical reality. The interrelatedness of sacred landscape combines the absoluteness of space, 
relativeness of places, and comprehensiveness of landscape, and all these altogether result in a 
‘wholeness’ carrying the inherent and imposed spirit of ‘holiness’, called ‘sacredscapes’. Ultimately, the 
wholeness of the landscape creates a theosphere of ‘faithscape’ that encompasses sacred place, sacred 
time, sacred meanings, sacred functionaries, and sacred rituals and embodies both symbolic and 
tangible psyche elements in an attempt to reveal humankind’s identity in the cosmos. Within the 
system of complex interconnectedness and interactions among cultures, heritage, and landscapes and 
their resultant attributes—all that are rooted in the past, together, we seek to search ways, paths, and 
means that are implied for framing and making a base for the UN Sustainable Development Goals 
Target 11.4, focussing on ‘Transforming our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development’. 
Together with community development, nature-based education, and pilgrimages to reveal the spirit 
of places are part of the cultural process of transformations. R W Y C - Reconnecting With Your 
Culture – is a visionary mission and movement, re-appraising interconnectedness between Locality 
and Universality – Holiness (humanity) to Wholeness (sublimity): Humanism to Spiritualism. The role 
of culture is vital to developing perspectives of shared and participatory policies and fostering the 
development of humanity through co-sharing ethics, spirituality, and the spirit of place. This 
introductory paper presents a synoptic review and appraisal of the trends in this direction and 
contextuality.   
 
Keywords: Sacred ecology, Sacredscapes, faithscape, transcendental experience, Sacred-Mundane 
reciprocity, Spirituality, Spirit of Place.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SACRED PLACES: CULTURAL CONSCIENCE 
Among the attributes of sacred geography, ‘space’ serves as the contextual envelope in which all other 

processes take turns. Consideration of ‘space’ together with ‘landscape’ in social and cultural theory and 
geography has taken a serious concern by the spatial turn and post-modernistic thoughts since the 1980s. Also, 
the spatial sense has opened a fresh insight into understanding sacrality and religious notions. Sacred 
cartography and sacred geometry provided spatial vision to sacred geography (cf. Knott 2005, pp. 11-20). The 
‘spatial’ is a social construct, as many theorists thought; nevertheless, it is also a spiritual, visual, contextual, and 
emotional notion that human beings possess inherently. It may be projected metaphorically, metaphysically, 
mystically, and all together, which Greek thought called cosmos.  

In the frame of sacred geography in Māyā culture, such notions are linked to geographic features and 
associated gods and beliefs (cf. Bassie-Sweet 2008). However, in a recent study, the sacred complex of the holy 
city of Puri is studied on the line of sacred geography, emphasising structure, organisation, and cultural role in 
forming a sacred centre (Patnaik 2006). At the same time, another study projects the cosmic geometry and spatial 
ordering of sacred cities in India (cf. Singh 2009b). Such studies indicate the increasing quest and fascination to 
understand and experience sacred geography (cf. Singh 2011). 

The transcendent becomes intrinsic in the sacred space, and the devotee can access God (‘Infinite Sublime’). The 
sacrality of such places stays thus as a physical immanence of the divine spirit. However, our contemporary 
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ABSTRACT 
The Villa of Guadalupe, located on the Tepeyac Hill in Mexico City, is considered a sacred place since 
pre-Hispanic times, which was magnified with the construction of the first Catholic temples dedicated 
to the Virgin of Guadalupe in the 16th century, during the Viceroyalty in New Spain, and it is until 
today, with the Insigne and National Basilica of Santa María de Guadalupe, the most visited Marian 
shrine in the world with nearly 20 million pilgrims annually, having as its main object of worship the 
Mantle of the Virgin of Guadalupe dated from the apparition of 1531. 
Due to its relevance in cultural, religious, and symbolic dimensions, the main objective of this work is 
to understand the existing interaction between culture, tangible and intangible heritage, and syncretic 
processes of which this historic urban landscape is a stage. It receives over a hundred pilgrimages per 
year, among which stands out the pilgrimage carried out by various groups promoting the tradition 
of dance in the Valley of Mexico. These diverse "currents," such as the "concheros," have endeavored 
to safeguard through the preservation of the ritual legacy that the complex cultural fabric of their 
practices represents. 
With a history dating back 75 years and under the slogan "Union, conformity, and conquest," the 
second Sunday of November witnesses the so-called "Great Pilgrimage of the Dances." This event 
exalts the sense of spirituality inherent in Mexican culture, and its route connects the first Catholic 
temple founded in the ancient pre-Hispanic city of Tenochtitlan (Santiago Tlatelolco on the outskirts 
of the Historic Center of Mexico City) with the "sacred little house" of the "Perfect Ever Virgin Saint 
Mary of Guadalupe”. 
 
Keywords:  Great Pilgrimage of the Dances, Sacred Place, Historic Urban Landscape, Tlatelolco, Villa 
de Guadalupe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Since becoming conscious of their own existence, humans have sought explanations for their being and their 

surroundings in divinity. From this idea arose religions, which evolved from simple forms of spirituality into the 
complex belief systems that exist today and have led to the construction and recognition of sacred places, rites, 
and activities that are significant to the culture and heritage of human societies throughout history. 

Among the activities with high relevance in religious symbolism are pilgrimages, which take on different 
meanings and purposes for those who practice them. On one hand, they represent an expression of faith and 
devotion, where individuals seek to approach the sacred through a physical and spiritual journey. They also 
symbolize the search for purification and spiritual renewal, as pilgrims seek to atone for their sins or simply gain 
a closer connection to the object of their fervent devotion within their religious context. 

In general, it is plausible to affirm that many people who undertake pilgrimages to places considered sacred 
do so in search of a connection with the divine. Visiting these sites allows the faithful to directly experience a 
fragment of the sacred within their religious tradition. Occasionally, pilgrims make these journeys to request 
favours or to give thanks for blessings received. They are often carried out as the fulfilment of promises made to 
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